Board Profile – Chris Wichman 
Born and raised in Fresno, Chris Wichman has always had a love for the Central Valley, even if agriculture was not part of his family’s roots. His family history stretches from the early settlers of Tulare to relatives in Australia and the Philippines. His father served as a planner for the City of Fresno for 50 years, while his mother came from St. Louis. Though he may be the first in his family to pursue agriculture, Chris has fully embraced the industry and built a rewarding career in it.
Chris began his education at Fresno City College, where he earned a degree in fire science before continuing to Fresno State to complete a bachelor’s degree in agricultural business. His agricultural career started as a soil sampling and irrigation technician for a consulting firm specializing in irrigation and crop management up and down the valley. From there, Chris worked his way up through various roles, including running a canal and pipeline for Madera Irrigation District, gaining hands-on experience and leadership skills along the way.
Today, Chris helps oversee 30 acres at Belmont Nursery, spread across three parcels of land. His responsibilities include production planning; managing the planting and plant health teams; coordinating with mechanics; and ensuring orders are processed efficiently. He also facilitates maintenance and yard projects, helping keep operations running smoothly.
Chris’s involvement with Farm Bureau began after his participation in FAACT class 18. From there he joined the Young Farmers & Ranchers where he served one year as treasurer and two years as co-chair on the Board of Directors in Madera County, before recently joining the FCFB Board of Directors as the nursery commodity chair. He enjoys being part of the organization for the connections it builds across the agricultural community and the opportunity to help advocate for the industry he has grown passionate about.
At home in Fig Garden, Chris and his wife Amy tend to their own garden, squeezing a portion of Fresno county’s produce commodities into a quarter-acre parcel, including garlic, pumpkins, corn, squash, zucchini, asparagus, arugula, tomatoes, peppers, citrus, stone fruit, celery, beets, herbs, and more . Their home is also shared with three dogs and three cats, making for a lively household. When he’s not working at Belmont Nursery or in his garden, Chris enjoys continuing to learn and grow within the industry, most recently graduating from the Horticulture Leadership Academy in July.
Chris is thankful for this opportunity and looks forward to getting to know his new board members and this new chance to advocate for agriculture.

